
Biofuels

The transition to an American-grown, renewable energy future for the U.S. 
is well underway. The growth of renewable energy use in transportation 
fuels has been a success story for all Americans. For the U.S. to realize 
the full potential of the renewable energy sector, we should promote clean, 
higher-blended ethanol and advanced biobased fuels. The path to increased 
ethanol usage is through high octane, low carbon fuel.

FUELS OF THE FUTURE

E30
By removing arbitrary legislative and regulatory barriers to higher blends 
of ethanol, like E30, we can transition the energy sector to high octane 
fuels that clean our air and benefit farming and rural communities.

ADVANCED BIOFUELS
Advanced biofuels also offer tremendous environmental benefits. The U.S. 
should protect demand for new and advanced biofuels through policies 
like the RFS and the removal of regulatory barriers, along with further 
research, development and infrastructure investments.

WHY BIOFUELS?

THE ENVIRONMENT
Clean-burning fuels cut down on greenhouse gas emissions that exacerbate 
climate change, as well as pollutants that cause smog and increased ozone 
levels, which are hazardous to human health.

AMERICAN FAMILY FARMERS
Family farmers rely on expanded markets for their crops and biobased
products, which helps to boost and support farm income.

RURAL COMMUNITIES
Biofuels development brings billions of dollars of capital investment,
millions of dollars of new tax base, and many thousands of new, wellpaying
jobs with benefits to struggling rural communities.

What We Can Do:
• Support the Next Generation Fuels Act legislation, which 

increases gasoline octane to a minimum standard through 
low-carbon, higher level blends of ethanol.

• Support additional agricultural feedstocks to be eligible 
to receive incentives for Sustainable Aviation Fuel and the 
RFS.

52%
ethanol’s reduction 
in greenhouse gas 

emissions compared 
to conventional 

gasoline

531M 
barrels of imported 
oil were replaced by 
American ethanol in 

2021

37% 
ethanol production 

under the RFS added 
37% additional value 

to every bushel of 
corn processed

113
 octane rating for 

ethanol which 
provides the ability 

to meet fuel economy 
and emissions 

standards

sdfu@sdfu.org      |      605-352-6761

Premium E-30

South Dakota Farmers Union wants all auto owners to know they can 
legally save $4-$15/tank, support our troops and grow our local economy 
by purchasing 94 octane premium E30’s, providing more power, cleaner 
engines and dramatically fewer poisonous tailpipe emissions identical to 
those found in cigarette smoke.



FUEL STATION CITY ADDRESS

Airport Travel Center .............................................................Aberdeen ...................................................................................... 4707 E Hwy 12
Bonn Express ..........................................................................Aberdeen ......................................................................................801 N Hwy 281
Cenex C-Express ....................................................................Aberdeen .................................................................................. 2303 6th Ave SE
North Central Farmers Elevator - Cardtrol ........................Aberdeen .....................................................................................811 3rd Ave SW
Friendly’s Fuel Stop ...............................................................Baltic ............................................................................................. 47155 250th St
Midway Service Station ........................................................Baltic .........................................................................................25402 475th Ave
CBH Cooperative-Travel Center .........................................Belle Fourche ................................................................................. 18765 US-85
Jet Truck Plaza ........................................................................Beresford  .........................................Hwy 29 and State Hwy 46 Interchange
Coffee Cup Fuel Stop ............................................................Brandon ........................................................................... 1009 N Splitrock Blvd
Martin’s Oil ...............................................................................Brookings ............................................................................................106 1st St S
Cenex ........................................................................................Bryant ....................................................................................... 102 West 6th Ave
Kones Corner ..........................................................................Castlewood .............................................................................18299 US Hwy 81
Big C Travel Plaza ..................................................................Clark ........................................................................................................ 801 1st St
Clark Community Oil .............................................................Clark .......................................................................................................401st East
Cowboy Country Store .........................................................Clear Lake ........................................................................................ 420 3rd St S
Estelline Community Oil .......................................................Estelline..............................................................................................201 4th St N
Bermack 2 ................................................................................Faulkton .............................................................................................. 817 Main St
Farmers Union Co-op ............................................................Ferney ..................................................................................................... 101 1st St.
North Central Farmers Elevator ..........................................Frederick ...................................................................38604 Brown County 10A
Ma & Pa’s C-Store LLC ..........................................................Gayville ......................................................................................31095 451st Ave
Coffee Cup Fuel Stop ............................................................Hartford ............................................................................... 1001 S. Western Ave
Farmers Coop .........................................................................Hayti .............................................................................................101 Redbird Ave
Farmers Union Oil Coop .......................................................Hazel ........................................................................................ 44175 SD Hwy 22
Southside Convenience .......................................................Huron ......................................................................................... 1775 Dakota Ave
Tip Top, Inc ..............................................................................Kranzburg .............................................................................46399 US Hwy 212
Tip Top, Inc- .............................................................................Lake Norden ..........................................................................471 Burmington St
Lake Nordon Country Store .................................................Lake Norden .....................................................................721 Burlington Street
Prairie Ag Partners .................................................................Lake Preston ............................................................................... 101 Main Ave N
Dave’s Service & Repair .......................................................Lennox .......................................................................................... 210 North Main
F&M Coop ................................................................................Madison .................................................................................. 45316 SD Hwy 34
Mellette Travel Center ...........................................................Mellette ..................................................................................38620 SD Hwy 20
Berens ......................................................................................Milbank ..............................................................................1506 Morningside Dr. 
Food and Fuel .........................................................................Milbank ...........................................................................................103 W 4th Ave
UPI Petroleum Inc. .................................................................Milbank ...........................................................................................313 W 4th Ave
The M Station  .........................................................................Mina ...............................................................................................800 Nesbitt Dr
Cubby’s West ..........................................................................Mitchell ................................................................................ 1700 W Havens Ave
Highland Travel Plaza, LLC ..................................................Mitchell ................................................................................. 2166 Highland Way
Holiday I-90 Travel Center ...................................................Mitchell ................................................................................... 1821 S Burr St East
Lucky’s Gas N More ...............................................................Mobridge ....................................................................... 705 W Grand Crossing
Goode To Go ...........................................................................N. Sioux City.................................................................................... 1301 River Dr
Farmers Union Oil Coop .......................................................Orient ............................................................................................. 108 Co Hwy 16
Cowboy #5  .............................................................................Pierre ........................................................................................... 1619 N Harrison
The Corner Station.................................................................Pierre ........................................................................................103 E Pleasant Dr
Coffee Cup Fuel Stop ............................................................Plankinton ..............................................................................25471 US Hwy 281
Canyon Lake Gas & Auto Care............................................Rapid City ........................................................................3928 Canyon Lake Dr
Apprel’s Quick Stop ...............................................................Redfield ........................................................................................... 23 W 7th Ave
One Stop Convenience Store .............................................Redfield ..........................................................................................105 W 7th Ave
Sioux Valley Co-op .................................................................Roslyn ...............................................................................................110th Hwy 25
Central Farmers Coop ...........................................................Salem ........................................................................................131 S Nebraska St
Main Stop .................................................................................Scotland ...............................................................................................411 Main St
Friendly’s Fuel Stop ...............................................................Sioux Falls  ..........................................................................3700 Pottsdam Ave
Deuel County Farmers Union Coop ...................................Toronto  .............................................................................................. 375 Main St
North Central Farmers Elevator ..........................................Warner ......................................................................................110 Central Ave N
Cowboy Country Store .........................................................Watertown .................................................................................. 504 9th Ave SE
Cowboy Country Store .........................................................Watertown ....................................................................................1400 4th St NE
LakeStop 20 ............................................................................Watertown ...................................................................................2301 N Hwy 20
Prairie Stop ..............................................................................Watertown .................................................................................1107 9th Ave SW
Sioux Valley Co-op - Cardtrol ..............................................Watertown ..................................................................................... 1016 5th St SE
Stone’s Truck Stop .................................................................Watertown .................................................................................3801 9th Ave SE
Sioux Valley Co-op .................................................................Watertown  .................................................................................1601 9th Ave SE
Sioux Valley Co-op .................................................................Webster .............................................................................................. 11 W Hwy 12
Jurgen’s Oil Company ...........................................................Wilmot ................................................................................................406 Main St
Cork and Bottle.......................................................................Yankton  .............................................................................. 1500 Broadway Ave
The Fox Stop ...........................................................................Yankton  ...................................................................................1316 West 30th St

Find a pump near you



Dave Law’s interview with Dave Hallberg – transcribed from oral interview. 

Law: Dave, let’s just start a little bit from the beginning. Talk about a little bit of your history with the ethanol 
industry first of all, so we can lay that all out.   

H: Sure. Well, growing up in SD, I graduated from Augustana College in Sioux Falls.   And, after that, I went to 
the Middle East for a number of months to do some language training, right after the ’73 war.  I came back 
very, very interested in geopolitics, especially the oil issues, obviously.  I went to Washington, D.C. and got my 
master’s degree in international relations at John Hopkins School for Advancing National Studies, then, worked 
in the U.S. Senate and House for 4-5 years.  Was involved in a lot of the legislative underpinnings of ethanol at 
the time, and then I left the Congress and formed the Renewable Fuels Association there in Washington in 
1981, and headed that up as CEO for 5 years before then, I went out in the real world and tried to go straight.  
So, I’ve been involved in ethanol pretty much my entire career. I believe in it passionately. I’ve had a chance to 
meet great people like Orrie, Bill Janklow, Tom Daschle, Bob Dole, all the great Senators in S.D.  It’s been a very 
bipartisan effort, as you know, and it’s become even more important now in recent years because auto makers 
are asking for higher octane gasoline and that’s where ethanol’s greatest value is.  

Law:  Well, here at Watertown we’ve had a 600% increase in ethanol usage in the last couple two, three years, 
especially after the Glacial Lakes Energy and others did a special promotion.  That said, it’s a tougher sell when 
you get out around the country.  Why is that, Dave?  In your estimation?  You’ve seen the big picture out 
there. 

H: It is a tougher sell.  And, by the way, Jim Seurer at Glacial Lakes and those folks have just done a 
tremendous job working with Andy Wiks and educating people and proving that standard vehicles can use E30 
extremely well.  I really give those folks enormous credit.  The leadership there in Watertown.  I think we have 
two major challenges in terms of making the rest of the country realize why ethanol, clean octane, E30 is a 
superior fuel, and they should be demanding it. I think the first one is, we have problems with our own 
Environmental Protection Agency.  We’ve done a lot of research over the years with them.  I’ve known most of 
their people for over 30 years, and we have some real concerns about some of their connections, frankly, with 
the oil industry.  We’ve done Freedom of Information Act Requests, gotten internal emails, and we’ve actually 
started some litigation, now, because there’re some very major concerns as to how they’ve manipulated their 
models and actually misstated the science, here.  That leads us, then, to the second challenge which is the oil 
industry itself. As you know, they’re hugely powerful.  They don’t like to have their market controlled, and the 
gasoline market interfered with and they see ethanol as a major competitive threat. So, I think a combination 
of that, with the fact that it’s such a complex issue.  And, most people just want to go to the gas station and fill 
up, and get the best price they can, and not have to worry about what’s in their fuel.  And so, it’s been easy, I 
think, to kind of mislead consumers about the truth of ethanol and its value.  

Law: The thing we hear a lot, and I’ve interviewed folks in the petroleum industry, and they say that they’re 
still not convinced it is causing harm to engines and they’re not convinced that ethanol isn’t a polluter, as well, 
out there, Dave.  How do you counter those things? 

H:  Yah, I know what you mean. And I know when I started the RFA in the early years, and I had to testify in 
front of congressional committees, there were all these horror stories from the American Petroleum Institute 
and the oil guys about how ethanol would make the wheels fall off your car and everything else. It’s really just 
hilarious, when you think about it, Dave, there’s 260 million light duty vehicles out there on the road, and we 



consume more than 140 billion gallons of gasoline a year; the largest single gasoline market in the world.  That 
translates into, just literally, trillions of miles that have been driven on E10, which is basically the fuel 
throughout the entire United States, now, as a result of the Renewable Fuel Standard success. So, the idea that 
ethanol is a problem is just absolutely laughable. And, people just go in and put E10 into their car and drive 
away and never give it a second thought.  So, you can take Brazil, as example, as a step beyond that. So, what 
Glacial Lakes is showing and what we’re advocating is that you go from E10 to E30, which would be very easy 
to do.  Brazil is doing that right now.  Every car in Brazil runs on minimum E28.  And, they export a lot of those 
cars to the United States.  So, as you’ve said, what we’ve proven in Watertown, I’ve been driving on E30 with 
my standard vehicle for 10 years, now. My Cadillac SRX runs great. There’s never been one issue.  It simply is a 
misstatement of the facts, if not a lie, that the oil industry is spreading about ethanol as a problem.  

Law: And yet the EPA says that E30 is illegal because it doesn’t meet the Clean Air Act directives to reduce 
benzene. 

H:  Yeh, that’s the part that’s just so shocking.  And it’s just the exact opposite, and it’s just downright illegal 
itself.  You know, I think Orrie’s talked to you about some of the history. But, back in 1990, the Clean Air 
Amendment, when Bush 41 was President. We worked very closely with his White House and his counsel, C. 
Boyden Gray, at the time.  Tom Daschle and Bob Dole introduced bipartisan amendment which is now called 
the Clean Octane Amendment, and is still part of the law. At the same time, congress was banning lead, 
because of its horrific health effects. They were very concerned about this benzene based octane that you 
know about, which they call aromatics but most people refer to as BTX, for Benzene Toulene, Xylene.  The 
octane in gasoline is the most important property of the fuel for auto makers to design their engines to.  
They’ve got to have high enough octane range to prevent knock. And so, what the refiners have done, 
petroleum refiners, they make this benzene based BTX out of crude oil, is push to get that as high as they can, 
because they make more money off it.  And today, every gallon of gasoline in the United States, even though it 
contains 10% ethanol, which helps for octane, also contains 25-30% of this BTX.  The stuff that’s the most 
costly part of the gasoline, the most toxic, it’s the most carbonated intensive.  Ethanol is far superior to it, and 
if we didn’t have EPA and the oil industry blocking us, we’d be at E30 today.  So, what we are finding out, and 
working with Doug Sombke, and South Dakota Farmers Union, and others, we think ultimately we are going to 
have to go back into court, because the law’s still in place, Congress wants it to be enforced, and force the 
people at EPA to do their jobs.  

Law: So, that brings us to the South Dakota Corn Growers who will be meeting this month, and debating again 
this very topic.  And, it doesn’t sound like all farmers are on board.  

 H:  Well, you know, I guess not.  It’s again such a complex, esoteric issue, and there are so many other things 
that are on the plate these days.  The burdens and stress put on the farm sector.  But, I will say this, South 
Dakota, for a small state, relatively small state in the scheme of things, has been just the key leader in ethanol, 
thanks to people like Orrie and Glacial Lakes and others.  This is a critically important issue, because right now 
in front of the EPA, President Trump had directed the EPA to go back and re-do this greenhouse gas rule that 
Obama had put forth. There’s going to be a final rule on that issue coming out in April, May, June of this year.  
And what EPA finally did was request comment on whether and how they could increase gasoline octane 
readings, and they used the phrase, “Consistent with Title 2 of the Clean Air Act”.  Well, that’s critically 
important because Title 2 is where this provision says, “reduce benzene aromatics to the greatest extent 
possible”; that’s where it’s contained.  So, the leadership coming out of Watertown, Glacial Lakes, with the 



South Dakota Corn Growers can do, when they got out in front of the renewable fuel standard back in 2000, 
it’s hard to emphasize just how important that leadership is.  And, the demonstration effect of how you can 
use E30 safely and efficiently and cost effectively.  So, I think what’s going to happen in Sioux Falls on January 
19, is far, far, more important than Troy Knecht and some of these guys realized, because they are leaders.  
They are really viewed with respect.  And, what they do there can make a huge difference nationally.  

Law:  What do you suspect will happen at that meeting if you were to look ahead a little bit, Dave?  

H:  Well, I’m not sure.  In fact, I’d like to be there but I think I may have to be out of the country.  But, I was at 
the meeting last year.  I thought it was handled extremely well by Troy and his board.  A lot of complicated 
issues, a lot of passion; but I think everybody behaved with respect and dignity.  I hope this year the debate is 
expanded on a little bit more.  We’ve learned more in the last year. I’ve not talked to Troy or his folks, so I 
really don’t have any inside, baseball knowledge, but I certainly think it’s useful to have the debate, and I hope 
it turns out well.   

Law:  What would you like to see come out of the debate, anyway?  

H:  Well, I would say I was very impressed with Governor Noem’s State of the State Address the other day.  She 
came out and made everyone aware of the fact that she was going to have her state vehicles use E30.  It’s the 
same thing Governor Ricketts is doing in Nebraska.  It’s a great move. I think it’s symbolic of the kind of 
leadership that can and should come out of South Dakota. So, hopefully, the resolution process and the 
conversation will lead us to the point where people will realize that it’s EPA that is breaking the law, not those 
of us who put E30 in our vehicles.   

Law:  I know Orrie is asking that Corn Growers show up for this meeting.  How important is it to be there?  

H:  Well, I think it’s critically important.  I mean, I remember when I was a legislative aid in the Senate and the 
House in Washington.  One of my areas, my portfolio was agriculture. I remember, at the time, we had very 
low commodity prices, losing farmers, trying to export our way out of it, which never happened. That’s one of 
the reasons why bosses, Congressman Berdell from Iowa, Jim Abner of South Dakota, McGovern and others I 
worked with, thought ethanol was so important.  When you think about what the first RFS and the second RFS, 
which Bush 43 signed into law, what they did for the farm economy, the fact that E10 ended up increasing 
demands for corn by almost 5 billion bushels, and now look at where we’re at, given the productivity of 
American farmers.  With so much corn available, the surplus is bringing prices back below the cost of 
production again.  We need E30 more than ever.  And I think there is nobody who would benefit more than 
corn farmers other than perhaps urban Americans who have to breathe this polluted air because of the 
benzene based aromatics in gasoline. 

Law: What would be a final message you’d want to leave us with?  I guess you did already wrap it up there, but 
is there anything else you’d like to share? 

H:  I’d just say that South Dakota has been the point of the spear, the leader on this for decades.  And I think 
now we are at another critical juncture, where some leadership, some symbolic inspiration, if you will, can help 
bring us to the tipping point and bring us to the next level and move to E30.  So, hopefully, it will be a great 
meeting.  We’ll will come together, and South Dakota will once again take the lead on making ethanol a major, 
major part of the U.S. gas pool  


